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ican visitors, and Antonelli was, of course, too glad
to be relieved of the embarrassment which had been
often caused him by the regulation, which all the
Southerners had asked to be relieved from. Thus
I found that the principal resource of the consulate
was gone. As the home government had given the
strongest orders to protest against any such excep-
tion being made of American passports, I, of course,
protested, but was informed that the rule had been
taken at the request of my own government; and,
though Antonelli knew perfectly that Hooker had
no authority to enter into any negotiations with him
on any subject, and that he had no official position,
it suited him to accept the contrary, and my remon-
strances to the minister, General King, had no
effect. I then laid the matter before the Depart-
ment of State at Washington, but, as General King
was the close personal friend of Seward, who was
quite indifferent to diplomatic scandals away from
England, no attention was paid to my complaints,
and I gave up the consulate to Brown, the consular
agent at Civita Vecchia, to get what he could from
it, and devoted myself entirely to painting, by
which, with a little writing, I made enough to live
in the simple manner which I was accustomed to.

Released from all obligations to remain at the
consulate, I spent the most of my time in sketch-
ing on the Campagna. Of all the landscape I have
ever seen, in the Alps, Sicily, Greece, the American
forests and lakes, or semi-tropical Florida, nothing
has impressed me as did the Roman Campagna in under herches I troublede Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
